
 

Each year, half of the Directors on 
the Kerrisdale Community Centre 
Society’s (KCCS) Boards’ terms

are concluding, which opens these 
positions for election. The ten 
following eligible candidates 
have indicated that they will be 

standing for election at the KCCS Annual General Meeting on February 19, 2020. 
For further enquiries email Humaira Akhtar, Nominations Committee Chair at 
kerrisdalecommunitycentre@gmail.com 

 

MANI BALA - New Candidate | Recommended 
•  Mani has Masters in Environmental Sciences from Oregon State University, 
USA. He is specialized in research and policy analysis in Environmental 
Economics. Ford Foundation honored him as ‘Ford Foundation International 
Fellow” recognizing his academic achievement, leadership skills, and 
commitment to the development of communities.  

•  He has worked as Assistant Professor, Software Consultant and 
Accounting personnel in the Government, non-profit and for-profit sectors in 
India, USA and Canada.

•  Mani is passionate about sustainable environment and economic 
development of local communities, volunteering for them and motivating 
youth to become future leaders.

•  He is known for his visionary leadership, multicultural awareness, 
understanding and appreciating the differences, and cultivating positive 
relationships. He would like to advance the quality of life of the Kerrisdale 
residents by listening to them with open mind. This will help to develop and 
drive innovative ideas to meet the ever changing dynamic needs of the 
community.
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KATHLEEN BIGSBY - Incumbent 
•  Kathleen is the current Past President of the KCCS Board. From 2014 to 
2017 she worked tiredlessly in concert with other Vancouver community 
centre associations to achieve a workable Joint Operating Agreement with 
Park Board. During the past year, she has been pivotal as chair of the 
Communications Committee in revitalizing our corporate image (logo, 
website and social media presence). Additionally, Kathleen has been an 
active member of an ad hoc group in search of new approaches to mitigate 
social isolation among seniors in our community. 

•  She believes that strong communities are the foundation of a healthy city, 
and that community level decisions should be made by the community.

•  As a long-serving member, she was recipient of the Society’s Volunteer of 
the Year Award in 1999. 

•  Kathleen’s professional background is in higher education research and 
evaluation. Recently, she has “sort of” retired from full-time employment 
and now has the option to pick and choose only consultancy engagements 
which interest her. 

•  She enjoys reading, particularly books on history and mysteries, watching 
BBC drama series and being a grandmother.





DOROTHY CHANG - New Candidate | Recommended 
•  Dorothy Chang was born and raised in Vancouver, BC and has lived in the 
Kerrisdale Community for all of her life.  She is currently raising her young 
family in the area who enjoy many of the activities and events being offered 
at the Community Centre.

•  She had spent over 13 years as a Retail Corporate Buyer for the 
Vancouver, Toronto and Edmonton Airport.  Transitioning into her current 
role as a Retailer-Store Manager for the Sunshine Coast Region for BC 
Ferries for the last 11 years.

•  In 2015, Dorothy wanted to contribute more to the community, so she 
took on the additional responsibility as Purchasing Manager at the non-
profit St. John Ambulance BC and Yukon.  Here is where she spent the last 
3½ years, promoting Safety at Home, Work or Play.  

•  Dorothy holds a Purchasing Management Association of Canada 
Certificate and is a Simon Fraser Alumni in Business Administration.  
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ADAM DIPINTO - New Candidate | Recommended 
  Adam is a climber, runner, continuous learner, project manager, software 

developer, long-term Kerrisdale resident, and extremely motivated to help 
grow our community.   He holds a Master’s degree in Health Administration. 
Prior to retirement, he worked as a health executive at hospitals, including 
the BC Children’s Hospital, the BC Ministry of Health and as a health care 
consultant.

  With 3+ years working at a tech startup and volunteering for tech non-

profits in Vancouver, Adam witnessed how small organized teams can 
achieve huge ambitious goals.

  He would like to apply his experience and provide the Board of Directors 

with a set of new skills, tools, mindset, and perspectives to assist in 
shaping the community of Kerrisdale allowing it to become more 
welcoming and future-focused. 

  For the past three years, he has had the opportunity of being a coding 

mentor for Canada Learning to Code where he has helped teach women, 
teachers, and children how to build websites in an attempt to close the 
gender gap in tech and advance STEM education within schools.

  Adam is a Big Thinking, Project Management, Tech-Savvy, 

Communication, Networking, and Fun Guy.





DAVID EATON - Incumbent

•  Member of the Board since 2012, David is currently an executive officer 
serving as the Board Secretary; chairs the Building Maintenance and Arena 
and Pool Committees. David’s initative coupled with his professional skills 
have been decisive in continuing the east entrance upgrades and proposing 
the wayfinding project for the community centre and arena, which is coming 
soon!

•  He has been the owner-operator of an architectural practice in Vancouver 
for the past 38 years, specializing in hospitality, commercial and residential 
building design.

•  He is a man of many interests and engages in a variety of recreational 
activities: tennis, golf, cycling, fitness training, gardening, cooking, 
photography, travel and drilling into the history of Vancouver.

•  In addition to English, he also speaks some French, Spanish and 
Japanese.
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KEIKO HONDA - Incumbent 
•  Keiko holds a Doctorate degree in Public Health at NYU and completed a     
postdoctoral fellowship in Cancer Epidemiology at Columbia University 
where she worked as a research scientist before she moved to Vancouver in 
2009. Keiko has worked in academia for over 10 years in the public health 
field in the US and internationally. 

•  She is the Founder and Executive Director of the Vancouver Arts 
Colloquium Society (VACS) and also teaching a course, Social Artistry 
Through Co-Creation at the SFU Continuing Studies to shed light on the 
shared roots of artistic development and of systems change to create more 
possibilities in our community.

•  She is a recipient of the 2014 Remarkable Women by the City of 
Vancouver and the 2017 The Larry Hnetka Community Builder Award.  She is 
an active volunteer with a variety of organizations, including System Change 
Grant advisory committee of the Vancouver Foundation and Westside 
Neighbourhood Small Grants Resident Advisory Committee. 

•  Board member of KCCS since 2010. Keiko chairs the Community 
Engagement Committee and edits the e-zine Kerrisdale Playbook featuring 
local gems and inspiring stories to create genuine personal connections 
among people in the community. Originally from Japan, Keiko speaks fluent 
English and Japanese. She loves most being mom to daughter Maya and 
enjoys watercolour painting in between!


MORAG PANSEGRAU - Incumbent

  Morag joined the KCCS Board in 2015 and currently serves on the 

Program, Building Maintenance and Rentals Committees.

  Having completed her BA (Honours) degree at the University of 

Strathclyde in Scotland, she continued her studies in Education at the 
University of Alberta and holds a M.Ed degree in Secondary Education and a 
Ph.D in Educational Administration.

  She spent her career in Alberta in the field of Education, as an Adjunct 

Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education, University of Alberta, and a 
Trustee, St. Albert Public School Board.

  Since her recent retirement, she has moved to Vancouver to be close to 

her family and to spend more time with her granddaughters. She loves living 
in Vancouver and feels most fortunate to reside in the Kerrisdale 
neighbourhood. Her hobbies include travelling, reading, cooking and baking.
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VAL THEMENS  - New Candidate | Recommended 
•  Val has recently retired after a 30+ years career supporting youth and 
families in Vancouver schools.  Kerrisdale Community Center has been 
central to making the transition to retirement smooth.  She would like to think 
her contribution to the board, of time and knowledge would be a fair 
exchange.  

•  Val has taken part in many Kerrisdale Community Centre programs over 
the last 8-10 years and has never been disappointed.  She appreciates the 
value that individuals bring to community, culture and connection and is very 
much looking forward to this new experience.


EMMA VINNITSKY - New Candidate | Recommended 
•   Emma attended McGill University and completed her Bachelor's Degree 
in Human Resources and Labor-Management Relations. She has since 
moved back to Vancouver to be closer to family and friends, and in her spare 
time, enjoys playing tennis, taking dance classes, and trying out new 
restaurants in the city.

•  Emma grew up in Kerrisdale all her life, and has attended the Kerrisdale 
Community Centre for various classes and events offered while growing up. 
Emma is passionate about reconnecting with the community that she was a 
part of now that she has moved back to Vancouver, and being a part of 
making a positive difference in the community she called home.

•  Emma is passionate about fundraising for worthy causes. She was the Co-
President of the Cancer Auction Committee in Montreal, where she raised 
over $95,000 for the Canadian Cancer Society. The Committee also won 
McGill University's "Philanthropic Event of the Year" award. 

•  Emma believes in exceptional service for customers and clients. Emma 
would bring excellent relationship management skills as well as excellent 
communication skills to the Board. 
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JOSHUA YOON - New Candidate | Recommended 
  Joshua is in his third year of studies at the University of British Columbia, 

pursuing an honours degree in Physiology with a minor in Biochemistry. He 
has lived and been a part of Kerrisdale’s community since 2008, having 
graduated from Quilchena Elementary and Point Grey Secondary School.

  As part of the launch of the Youth Leaders program in KCC back in 2016, 

his deep value of community and giving back drove him to join the Youth 
Committee, which he has been a part of for the past 2 years. 

  Hosting Youth-Senior Technology workshops to develop intergenerational 

relationships within the community and university panels for the Youth have 
been an incredibly enriching experiences, and he hopes to be able to give 
back to the community in additional ways as part of the Board. 

  Outside of the community centre, Joshua volunteers at the Emergency 

Department at BC Children’s Hospital every weekend, interacting with 
patients and families and facilitating that their visit is welcomed. He also 
partakes in academic research at the Children’s Hospital, investigating rare 
diseases that could occur with platelets and their functions. 
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